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INTRODUCTION.
In teaching animal husbandry, as in every other phase of agriculture, there is ;i great need of adapting the course of study in a better way to the interests of the students and the needs of the particular community in which they live and in which the school is located. In a dairy section where the students are engaged in caring for cows their daily experience in feeding the animals and in caring for the milk should form a basis for the major part of the classroom discussion of principles. If the student is taking care of animals on his own account as a home project, there will be no lack of interest in the classroom work if it is based upon the real problems which the students are meeting. Poultry and pigs are becoming important features of the secondary course in animal husbandry because they afford at this time a ready means of increasing our meat supply and because they furnish suitable home projects. At this time teachers in many sections of the United States may very well consider the possibilities in raising sheep and goats in the section in which the school is located and the opportunities afforded for home projects for students who have favorable conditions. Although sheep or goats may not be important in the community, and comparatively little time taken for the class as a whole in their consideration, aid and guidance should be given to those students who desire to make an individual study of the industry in connection with their home projects or regular work on the farm.
I. SHEEP. SCHOOL AND HOME PRACTICUMS. As far as possible the work of the classroom should be connected very closely with the practical work of the farm. As a rule, it will be better to approach the principles in an inductive way through concrete experience and practice.
It will not always be possible, however, to have the practicums precede the recitation.
The following exercises may be undertaken by the class as a whole at the school or upon neighboring farms or may be assigned as individual home 1 Prepared under the direction of F. E. Heald, Specialist in Agricultural Education, iu charge.
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practicums.
Credit should be given for the work done at home when the student has demonstrated his proficiency.
Handling sheep. As a beginning project in most cases it will be best for the student to undertake the care of a number of ewes for the production of lambs for the market or the fattening of feeders with the production of mutton as the primary aim.
The production of wool and the selection of ewes as breeders may be incidental to the main project. If this work is to constitute a major project, there should be at least 6 ewes, if the start is made with ewes, or 10 lambs or feeders if it is merely a feeding proposition. The experience growing out of such a project will enable the student to determine whether he desires to go into sheep husbandry and will give him some experience useful in developing a breeding flock.
If the student is on a farm where sheep are raised, it may be possible for him to take over the care of the farm flock or to have some of the sheep to feed and manage upon his own account.
Developing a breeding flock. -The aim of the instructor in getting a student to take hold of sheep on a farm suited to sheep husbandry should be to have him develop a flock as a permanent proposition. Although he may work into the business gradually, it should be with high ideals and with an idea of increasing the flock toward the maximum capacity of the farm as fast as his training and time will permit. The student may start with grade ewes, but if the work of the school is effective he will not be satisfied unless he is working toward pure-bred stock. Although producing animals for breeding purposes calls for a high degree of intelligence and adaptability to the work at hand, it is just this sort of farming for which our students should be prepared.
The following outline is suggested for a project in which the primary aim is mutton and wool production, but in which the supposition is made that the student will work toward developing a breeding flock. 
SHEEP PROJECT STUDY OUTLINE
